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1
METHOD AND DEVICE FOR THE
ELECTRONIC CONTROL OF THE BRAKE
FORCE DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO
THE DIFFERENTIAL SLIP

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is based on a method for the elec-
tronic control of the brake force distribution according to a
differential slip between the front axle and the rear axle of a
vehicle, in which, when a differential slip threshold value is
exceeded by the differential slip, the brake pressure at the rear
axle is limited, and on a device for carrying out the method.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In heavy utility vehicles, a diesel engine, which drives the
rear axle via a cardan shaft, is generally installed above the
front axle. As a result of this arrangement, the load on the rear
axle depends greatly on the loading of the utility vehicle. For
this reason, the brake force which is applied by the driver via
the brake pedal at the rear axle is limited in conventional
brake systems by a pneumatic valve with an axial load sensor
(ALB, automatically load-dependent brake). This ensures
that in the case of an unladen vehicle the entire brake pressure
which is desired by the driver is not present at the rear axle,
thereby reducing the tendency of the rear axle to lock. Fur-
thermore, a relatively high level of braking comfort is made
possible and the service life of the rear axle brake is extended.

In addition to the automatically load-dependent brake
(ALB), contemporary utility vehicles have an anti-lock brake
system (ABS). This has a rotational speed sensor (inductive
sensor) on each wheel, and a pressure control valve which can
modulate the pressure set by the driver by the brake pedal. The
ABS is activated when there is a tendency of a wheel to lock.

What is referred to as an EBD (electronic brake force
distribution) function is discussed in the prior art, for
example, DE 102006 045 317 A1, said EBD function imple-
menting the automatically load-dependent brake (ALB func-
tion) using ABS pressure control valves, therefore eliminat-
ing the need for the load valve. Since, in contrast to the
automatically load-dependent brake (ALB), the ABS does
not have a load sensor, the loading state is determined during
braking using the speed difference between the front and rear
axles (vy,-vy,). The lower the rear axle load, the more slip
occurs at the rear axle with the same brake activation, i.e. the
greater the speed difference v, ,-v,,,. The difference between
the laden and unladen vehicle has a significantly smaller
effect at the front axle because of the arrangement of the
engine. The speed difference v,,-v,,, during braking can
therefore be used as a measure for the loading. In other words,
during a braking process, EBV shuts off the rear axle brakes,
and under certain circumstances also an individual rear
wheel, from the further build-up of pressure, depending on
the differential slip between the front and rear axles through
activating the ABS valves.

However, ifthe front axle brakes are defective, thatis to say
the front axle brakes more weakly than normal or even not at
all, the speed difference v,,-v,,, can become very large. The
EBD function would then set the ABS valves at the rear axle
to “maintaining pressure” and limit the brake pressure at the
rear axle. However, in this case the utility vehicle would be
underbraked. Furthermore, in the case of a vehicle which is
laden only to a very small degree or unladen, the problem
arises that the brake pressure control is not very sensitive
since in this case the differential slip between the front and
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rear axles becomes relatively large and a predefined differen-
tial slip threshold value is quickly exceeded.

In contrast, the present invention is based on the object of
further developing a method of the type mentioned at the
beginning in such a way that a more sensitive brake pressure
control with at the same time a shorter braking distance is
obtained.

This object may be achieved according to the invention by
the features described herein.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The method according to the invention provides that the
differential slip threshold value or the differential speed
threshold value is determined according to the detected driver
braking request. The differential slip threshold value or the
differential speed threshold value may be increased as the
braking request increases. In other words, in the case of a
relatively low driver braking request, a relatively small dif-
ferential slip threshold value is set, and, in the case of a
relatively large braking request, a relatively large differential
slip threshold value is set.

The device according to the invention for the electronic
control of the brake force distribution according to a differ-
ential slip or differential speed between at least one wheel of
the front axle and at least one wheel of the rear axle of a
vehicle comprises:

a sensor for measuring the wheel speeds of the wheel of the

front axle,

a sensor for measuring the wheel speeds of the wheel of the

rear axle,

an electronic control device for calculating a differential

slip or a differential rotational speed between the at least
one wheel of the front axle and the at least one wheel of
the rear axle, wherein

the electronic control device is embodied in such a way

that, when a differential slip threshold value or a differ-
ential speed threshold value is exceeded by the differen-
tial slip or by the differential speed, the brake pressure at
the rear axle is limited, and wherein

a brake value transmitter for generating a signal which is

dependent on a braking request is provided, and the
electronic control device is also embodied in such a way
that it determines the differential slip threshold value or
the differential speed threshold value according to the
signal of the brake value transmitter which represents
the braking request.

As already explained at the beginning, when the differen-
tial slip threshold value or the differential speed threshold
value is exceeded by the currently present differential slip or
the currently present differential speed, the brake pressure at
the rear axle is limited, i.e. is limited with respect to a rela-
tively high value which is predefined in accordance with the
driver braking request.

On the one hand, an ALB function in the sense described
above therefore continues to be implemented using the ABS
pressure control valves without a load valve being necessary
or used for this. On the other hand, the braking request is
additionally taken into account by the driver, with the result
that, in the case of partial braking operations (low braking
request) in the unladen state, relatively small differential slip
threshold values are predefined and therefore it is possible to
perform control and braking more sensitively. This is advan-
tageous in particular because most braking operations are
partial braking operations with a low braking request.

The information about the braking request by the driver is
therefore required in order to detect whether it is necessary to
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increase the brake pressure at the rear axle, for example in the
case of the front axle which is not being braked, even though
an increase in the brake pressure at the rear axle would actu-
ally be prohibited owing to the speed difference v, ,-v,,, or
slip difference.

The control logic is therefore configured in such a way that,
during normal braking with a low or a medium braking
request and in the case of a vehicle which is laden to a small
degree or is unladen, an intervention takes place before the
ABS control starts at the rear axle. Strong braking operations
are determined by the detected driver braking request. A more
sensitive transition to the ABS control is ensured through
corresponding adaptation of the differential slip thresholds
according to the detected driver braking request.

The braking request by the driver can be detected by vari-
ous sensors, for example by a pressure sensor in a pneumatic
brake circuit, by an electrical signal of an electric brake value
transmitter in a digital foot brake module or a corresponding
signal of the vehicle CAN bus can also be evaluated.

Consequently, advantages of the method according to the
invention can be considered to be sensitive graduation of the
brake or brake control in the case of unladen vehicles through
an early start of control and the build-up of the maximum
brake pressure in the case of full activation of the brake value
transmitter.

Since this additional function is implemented in software
and only uses hardware which is already present in any case
within the scope of the ABS function such as wheel speed
sensors and pressure control valves, wherein only a brake
value transmitter is still necessary, this function can be imple-
mented cost-effectively. In particular, it is easily possible to
retrofit an existing brake device with an EBD function and
therefore to replace the ALB function.

Furthermore, the efficiency of the brake system is used
better if, for example, the front axle brakes fail during a
braking operation. This is because the system then increases
the differential slip threshold value or the differential speed
threshold value in the case of a correspondingly high braking
request.

Not least, the signal which is absolutely necessary to
implement the function according to the invention and which
represents the braking request by the driver can also be uti-
lized to improve the control of the ABS.

More precise details can be found in the following descrip-
tion of an exemplary embodiment.

An exemplary embodiment of the invention is illustrated
below in the drawing and explained in more detail in the
following description.

The FIGURE shows a schematic circuit diagram of a pneu-
matic brake device of a utility vehicle according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A pneumatic brake device denoted for example by 1 in the
FIGURE, vehicles, in particular utility vehicles, has two
pneumatic brake cylinders 4, 6 on a vehicle front axle 2, and
two pneumatic brake cylinders 10, 12 on the vehicle rear axle
8. The utility vehicle has, for example, a diesel engine as a
front-mounted engine which drives the wheels of the rear axle
8 via a cardan shaft (not shown here). The brake cylinders 4,
6,10, 12 are each assigned a pressure control valve arrange-
ment 14 which serves to modulate the brake pressure, here, in
particular, embodied as an ABS pressure control valve for
reducing, maintaining and increasing the pressure. The latter
are each connected to the respective brake cylinder 4, 6,10, 12
by a brake line 16. Alternatively, the brake device 1 could also
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4

be an electro-pneumatic brake device or an electronic brake
system (EBS) with pressure control modules as the pressure
control arrangement.

In addition, a wheel speed sensor 18 for monitoring the
wheel rotational behavior is connected to each of the wheels
of the two vehicle axials 2, 8. The brake device 1 is therefore
designed for brake slip-dependent and/or drive slip-depen-
dent brake pressure modulation. The brake device 1 is also
equipped with a brake value transmitter 20 which has two
pneumatic channels 22 and 24 here as well as, for example, an
electric potentiometer 26 for generating an electrical signal
which is dependent on activation of a foot brake pedal 28 of
the brake value transmitter 26 or on the braking request.

An electronic control device 30 of the brake device 1 is
connected via a line network 32 to the pressure control valve
arrangements 14 of the two axials 2, 8. The two pneumatic
channels 22 and 24 of the brake value transmitter 20 are, in
terms of their design, commercially available, dual-circuit
service brake valves. The pneumatic front axle channel 22 of
the brake value transmitter 20 is connected on the energy
inflow side to a supply line 34 which is connected to a com-
pressed air supply (not shown here) and on the energy outflow
side to the pressure control valves 14 of the front axle 2 by a
control line 36. The pneumatic rear axle channel 24 is con-
nected to a compressed air supply (not shown either) by a
supply line 38, and to the pressure control valves 14 of the rear
axle 8 by a control line 40. Therefore, a front axle channel and
a rear axle channel of the pneumatic brake device 1 of the
vehicle can be controlled with the pneumatic channels 22 and
24 of the brake value transmitter 20. In addition, a pressure
sensor 42 can be installed in the control line 40 of the rear axle
channel, which pressure sensor 42 transmits an electrical
pressure signal to the electronic control device 30 via an
electrical signal line 44, said pressure signal also representing
the braking request of the driver. However, this pressure sen-
sor 42 is not absolutely additionally necessary to detect the
braking request of the driver. Instead, the wish of the driver to
brake can be detected by the potentiometer 26 or by the
pressure sensor 42 or by another sensor. For example, a signal
which represents the braking request of the driver and which
is conducted on a CAN of the vehicle is also conceivable.
However, it is also possible to detect the braking request of the
driver redundantly, as described here in the exemplary
embodiment, by signals of the potentiometer 26 or of the
pressure sensor 42.

The control device 30 is designed that the brake force
distribution between the brakes 4, 6 of the front axle 2 and the
brakes 10, 12 of the rear axle 8 may occur according to a
differential speed v,,,-v,,, between the wheel speeds v, of
the wheels of the front axle 2 and the wheel speeds v,,, of the
wheels of the rear axle 8. For this purpose, the control device
30 receives signals indicating the wheel speeds of the wheels
of the front axle 2 and signals indicating the wheel speeds of
the wheels of the rear axle 8 in each case from the assigned
wheel speed sensors 18 which are connected to the control
device 30 via a further line network 46.

The differential speed v,,-v,,, between the wheel speeds
v, of the wheels of the front axle 2 and the wheel speeds v, ,
of the wheels of the rear axle 8 is then calculated in the
electronic control device 30 from the signals of the wheel
speed sensors 18. The electronic control device 30 comprises
implemented control routines which, when a differential
speed threshold value is exceeded by the differential speed
V34~V 4, limit the brake pressure in the brake cylinders 10, 12
of'the rear axle 8. In this context, the electronic control device
determines the differential speed threshold value according to
the respective braking request which is defined by the driver
and which is represented here, for example, by the signal of
the potentiometer 26 of the brake value transmitter 20 or the
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pressure signal of the pressure sensor 42. In particular, the
differential speed threshold value is increased as the braking
request increases. In the case of a relatively low braking
request by the driver, a relatively small differential speed
threshold value is therefore set, and, in the case of a relatively
large braking request, a relatively large differential speed
threshold value is set.

Therefore, by using the ABS pressure control valves 14, it
is possible to implement the ALB function mentioned at the
beginning without a load valve being necessary or used for
this purpose. In addition, the braking request of the driver is
taken into account so that, in the case of partial braking
operations with a low to medium braking request in the
unladen state, relatively small differential speed threshold
values are predefined and therefore more sensitive control
and braking can be carried out.

The information about the braking request of the driver
which is supplied by the brake value transmitter 20 or by the
potentiometer 26 thereof or by the pressure sensor 42 is
therefore required in order to determine whether an increase
in the brake pressure has to be performed at the rear axle 8
even though an increase in brake pressure at the rear axle 8
would actually have to be prohibited owing to the differential
speed vy,,-v,. This is significant in particular for the case in
which the front axle brakes have failed and during braking the
differential speed v,-v,,;, is therefore relatively high. In the
case of a high braking request by the driver, which is com-
municated to the electronic control device 30 by a corre-
sponding signal of the potentiometer 26 of the brake value
transmitter 20 or of the pressure sensor 42, the differential
speed threshold value is then increased in order to prevent the
brake pressure at the brakes 10, 12 of the rear axle 8 being
prematurely limited.

The slip values at the wheels of the front axle 2 or of the rear
axle 8 with respect to the underlying surface can also be
monitored on the basis of the measured wheel speeds and then
a differential slip can be calculated in the control device 30 or
a differential slip threshold value can be determined. In this
case, the differential slip threshold value is determined as a
function of the detected driver braking request, and, in par-
ticular, increased as the braking request increases.

The list of reference numbers is as follows:

1 Brake device

2 Front axle

4 Brake cylinder

6 Brake cylinder

8 Rear axle

10 Brake cylinder

12 Brake cylinder

14 Pressure control valve
16 Brake line

18 Wheel speed sensor
20 Brake value transmitter
22 Front axle channel
24 Rear axle channel
26 Potentiometer

28 Foot brake pedal

30 Control device

32 Line network

34 Supply line

36 Control line

38 Supply line

40 Control line

42 Pressure sensor

44 Signal line

46 Line network
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The invention claimed is:
1. A method for electronically controlling the brake force
distribution according to a differential slip or differential
speed between at least one wheel of the front axle and at least
one wheel of the rear axle of a vehicle, the method compris-
ing:
measuring, via a first sensor, wheel speeds of the wheel of
the front axle;
measuring, via a second sensor, wheel speeds of the wheel
of the rear axle;
limiting, via an electronic control device for determining
the differential slip or the differential speed between the
at least one wheel of the front axle and the at least one
wheel of the rear axle, when a differential slip threshold
value or a differential speed threshold value is exceeded
by the differential slip or the differential speed, the brake
pressure at the rear axle;
generating, via a brake value transmitter or a pressure
sensor, a signal which is dependent on a braking request;
and
determining, via the electronic control device, the differ-
ential slip threshold value or the differential speed
threshold value according to the braking request;
wherein for a low braking request by the driver, a small
differential speed threshold value is set, and, for a large
braking request, a large differential speed threshold
value is set.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the differential slip
threshold value or the differential speed threshold value is
increased as the braking request increases.
3. A non-transitory computer readable medium having a
computer program, which is executable by a processor, com-
prising:
a program code arrangement having program code for
controlling the brake force distribution according to a
differential slip or differential speed between at least one
wheel of the front axle and at least one wheel of the rear
axle of a vehicle, by performing the following:
measuring, via a first sensor, wheel speeds of the wheel
of the front axle;

measuring, via a second sensor, wheel speeds of the
wheel of the rear axle;

limiting, via an electronic control device for determining
the differential slip or the differential speed between
the at least one wheel of the front axle and the at least
one wheel of the rear axle, when a differential slip
threshold value or a differential speed threshold value
is exceeded by the differential slip or the differential
speed, the brake pressure at the rear axle;

generating, via a brake value transmitter or a pressure
sensor, a signal which is dependent on a braking
request; and

determining, via the electronic control device, the dif-
ferential slip threshold value or the differential speed
threshold value according to the braking request;

wherein for a low braking request by the driver, a small

differential speed threshold value is set, and, for a large

braking request, a large differential speed threshold

value is set.

4. A device for electronically controlling the brake force
distribution according to a differential slip or differential
speed between at least one wheel of the front axle and at least
one wheel of the rear axle of a vehicle, comprising:

a first sensor for measuring wheel speeds of the wheel of

the front axle;

a second sensor for measuring wheel speeds of the wheel of
the rear axle;
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an electronic control device for determining a differential
slip or a differential rotational speed between the at least
one wheel of the front axle and the at least one wheel of
the rear axle, wherein the electronic control device is
configured so that when a differential slip threshold
value or a differential speed threshold value is exceeded
by the differential slip or by the differential speed, the
brake pressure at the rear axle is limited; and
a brake value transmitter or a pressure sensor for generat-
ing a signal which is dependent on a braking request;

wherein the electronic control device is further configured
so that it determines the differential slip threshold value
or the differential speed threshold value according to the
signal of the brake value transmitter which represents
the braking request, and

wherein for a low braking request by the driver, a small

differential speed threshold value is set, and, for a large
braking request, a large differential speed threshold
value is set.

5. The device of claim 4, wherein the electronic control
device is further configured so that it increases the differential
slip threshold value or the differential speed threshold value
as the braking request increases.
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6. The device of claim 4, wherein the brake value transmit-
ter generates an electrical signal for the control device which
is dependent on activation of a brake pedal.

7. The device of claim 4, wherein for a high braking request
by the driver, which is communicated to the electronic control
device by a corresponding signal of the brake value transmit-
ter or the pressure sensor, the differential speed threshold
value is increased to prevent the brake pressure at the brakes
of the rear axle from being prematurely limited.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein for a high braking
request by the driver, which is communicated to the electronic
control device by a corresponding signal of the brake value
transmitter or the pressure sensor, the differential speed
threshold value is increased to prevent the brake pressure at
the brakes of the rear axle from being prematurely limited.

9. The computer readable medium of claim 3, wherein for
a high braking request by the driver, which is communicated
to the electronic control device by a corresponding signal of
the brake value transmitter or the pressure sensor, the differ-
ential speed threshold value is increased to prevent the brake
pressure at the brakes of the rear axle from being prematurely
limited.



